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Levant R. SWift~born in Eden County, Kici',, April 6, 1856.

He

is the son of Rueben and Loisia ( Nichol) Swift .
In his youth he attended school at Eden Rapids and helped his
father on the farm.

After his grade school education he attended

high school and took up business and law.

Later he helped his father

on the farm and taught· at various country schools during the winter
months.
In 1881 he left home and went to North Dakota.

Not liking this

state he came to St. Cloud in the fall ~f 1881 and taught in the
"Oater" school'\south of the St . Cloud State Reformatory ,for one year.
After this year of teaching he returned to Michigan and taught
school for several terms and then returned to St . Cloud and established
a law office.
territory.

He was appointed collector of customs at Rainy River

Because of poor health he had to return to St . Cloud,

he was ill for four years.

here

Upon recovering from his illness he

became collector for McCormick Harvester Company.
At the time he was collector for the Harvester Company, the St .
Cloud City Council was debating about acquiring the services of a city
Assessor,

At that time there were 15 concilmen and they finally

selected Kr. SWift for City Assessor.
He accepted this position and held it successfully for 11 years.
After holding the office of ci,y assessor he worked for the Minnesota
Tax Commission and traveled the entire state.
think that

He stated "I didn 't

innesota was such a large state until I started traveling

for the Tax Commission."
After 12 years with the tax Commission, be retired and lives at
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3rd avenue South .
In 1886 he married Anna K. Stevenson, daughter of Yr. and Mrs .
James F. Stevenson.

Miss Stevenson was born in KcKeyesport, Pennsylvania

July 7, 1864.
She came to st. Cloud with her parents as a little girl and met
Mr . SWift in St. Cloud,. They were married in St . Cloud and have
resided here ever since.
They have two children, Mrs. F. J. Redding and Lloyd E. Swift .
There are four grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
Mr . Swift recalls the cyclone very well.

He and Mr. Mitchell

were among the first to arrive on the scene of devastation.

They

immediatery established a hospital identafication station at the
old rail road depot and peop~e could find their relatives or friends
or the approximate location of where they should be.

They also used

this to identify the injured and dead.
He mentioned the fact that the hams and bacon of the Cross
Meat Market in Sauk Rapids were found as far away as Brainard , Minnesota.
Mr . Swift has been very important in arranging the tax lists
of St. Cloud and seeing that they were equalized.
fairness that is essential in an assessor .

He has a sense of

He has seen the tax list

of St . Cloud ~w, giving evidence of a thriving and interesting
community.

Interviewed: L. Rl SWift
Date: June 2, 1936
By : Dean Nelson
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Levant R. SWift attende d the University of Michigan where he gr aduated
from a law coui:se in 1881 with a W. L.B. degree.

Taken from: Second Interview
Date: June 5, 1936
By: Dean Nelson

